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()~r Mr. ChaiTm{SJ1:

A Ictlcr wilb the Crow Tribal Council Letterbt'.ad was n-c(:J}\Iy su\'ln)iltoo t(1 Ih~'
1:( °C' hy Wl.~t~fl\ ~.irc1~. lne letter ~s that the Crow tribe supports Westt.'rn
\A.'u...1c~' ~pplicati~ for ETC st4tU.~ an the Crow Reservstion and C'alls fOf the FCC" t~
i'~'nlc:d)"'lel} ~nt that status. \\,'c do Q(.)t know whctha- tbe Jcttcr \S gc.'wnc <:tr Il()t. hut

~. wanl..-d ,o It:t )'()u know tbe si\\tation for our pcrspective.

1f \V~';'Itcrn Wireless i$ granted lY.TC status. thc ability ofProjcct lelepll\)t'\C
«)m~Xlny TI'I c(')nlinuc to offer selvi~ to the Crow Reservation \vU( bc sevcfely
\h,.e8\t.'.~. I~ you may be aware, telC!'bone service to the rcg.:,r'Iation has in1pruvoo
dr,un-..li\.'u.\~ since Project purchased US WEST's facilities aOOllt eight ymrs ago. ()~ly
~bt}u1 5()1}',. ("If rcsC'rvadton houschold5 bad phone service then. l1ta\ 110mbcr is: around
8~~~ t\1J3~'. w~ have instaJlcd many miles offiber optic cable on tile reservatinn. w~
()Q\'C ch-4n8t..u \.1$ \\."EST.~ terrible cons~n policy so that no\... any home or b\.'sinc~s
\"itbin {)~ mi1e I)f one of our lincs can gct ~r\';("-e' Witb no COJ1Sln.\ction cl1argc$. W,-.
f1,-tVI: Jl1atl(: JiaI-up Ime~ acccss availablc to every cuS1Omcr. Wc have aJ~ made vet)"
trigh-~PL't.-J Intcrl1Ct ac~s Qvef DSL available in CtOW Agettcy "M For t Smith {Q~S1.
d,~':.' (\,)1 ',on ,..tTcr DSL in Billing$ or Great Falls).

\\/~.1);J.Y ncatly $60,000 per year in WC~S on our lines to tile tribc. tf wc. can !\c}
lL,...g~j' pro,'idc $CT"ice~ those revenues will no longer Dc available to (Dc ttibe. Wc
\:mpk)~' c.: r,)\, Indi.'tDs 1,() build and maintain O\IJ tine5 and to pro~ custOlJ\er ~rvict.".
.'\11\4:\' \\ if'ef...s~ ~\'it:c ha~ no lina. no emplo~ will bt: needcd to maint~n ttlem it'
Wc~k.,.n WjTcl,-,~ t~~ (')v~r. Further, our beljef~ that Wc~tem W~l~ss will pc:rf()rn,
J\)l~t \)f It~ Ct)n1n1unications functions outsi~ the rese(Vation. lhe CrQw ~hould (tiS() ~~
;IW;,.r~ 111at Wcst~rn Wjreless' financial situation has becn very poor for over a ~8r now
1h\:iT ~ock has dccl~d from more than $70 per share to around $:; per !'hate. Weftten1
\\t'ircl~~..' bw;inc~~ operatinn~ 10s( nearly $100 million ovcr the most recent thr«--lu<mfh
fk-"n()\I- .lnd many olnatY5t... prcdict that ~ir losse5 ,Yilt be even greater in this quartcr. If
I)r"jct;( ~.mnQt prl.)vide ~enlice and Wcstem Wireless is unable to mQct its fiMncia1
\:On1m't\T1'\<--nt~. thc ("n.,w Wtlt bc: in a very difficult position.
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Wl' 11uve c~gcd our local calling area so that beginning Augusr 14; n"sidcnt.t; I,f
~h<' r\'M-r'.~~li(J" Citn ~J other communities on thc rescrvOltion a.~ wcU as all (1r the
c(tr:)mtln;\j1.'~ in the Dil1inp area without paying long di~cc cbar8~. We have al~.)
m:tCi'.' sctVicc ~vailable for S 1 per month to :;00 )ow.inoon\~ fan\ilies on thc re5er\."Ut;UD.

Wt' Prt)'-1dt.-d support rOt numcrous activitia on the tescrvatiOIl inch.dins -yo>UlJf
utn}ctics. roping ~ven~ elder banquct. ~w-W()~, school activities 8Itd the Crow l:air
1hr(~gb do"1\1i(m~. We have a local office open daily follbe COS1\'cnience of the Cr(lw
l"ribal ml.~l1bt.-r~hip. We bav~ a n1Ca1~ of the Crow Tribe on the Board of Din::ctor~ {or
Prc'.tel't I.c!epho~ C()mpat\y. For: 1hcse reasons, it is extreD1clyitupt)rtant tbat tile }.'('('
knc\\I.' fi)f ~,.rtain that thc Cro\V do not support Wntem Wircl~s' ErC appiicatiOll ~ this
\ill~.

t)ur ('row c'~ployees are pro\1d of work they perform in thcir comm1U\itie,'), U' ~
Trihc (lr Y(tur ~mt)ers have concerns about the I~l telcphoT\C service or suggests for
impr("'Cln~nl, wc w()uld like to discuss 1hcm with you. Plcase fcc:t free to call roc ;tot 800.
27~-6()()4 t() sct lIP n time to discuss your telephone ~ices,

R'-""PL'\."ll..lll~

~-d~:r'Larry W,-"t5it
('uS!ftmer A1fai~ M;\nager

<:c R. Iltri.>n~'I\. Managcr
R (. (4Y. $upcr'\isor
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